
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Seminar  

2018 CIE Annual Convention 

 

Venue: Lake Chelan Room, Westin Bellevue, 600 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue, WA 98004 

Time: 13:00 – 16:00 PM, September 8, 2018 

Complimentary parking 

 

1. 13:00-13:40   Opportunities and Challenges in Cross-border Innovation) 
Amy Du, CEO of VestLink 
 

2. 13:40-14:20   Entrepreneurship Opportunities in AI Field 

Amanda Guo, Global VP of Sugon 

 

3. 14:20-15:00   From Molecules to MW Batteries – A Journey Turning Lab 

Discovery into Commercial Products 

Gary Yang, Ph.D., Founder and CTO of UniEnergy Technologies  
 

4*.  15:00-16:00   THE EVOLVING U.S.-CHINA RELATIONSHIP IN 2018: WHAT CAREER 

AND BUSINESS EFFECTS CAN CHINESE AMERICAN ENGINEERS EXPECT? 

Nelson G. Dong J.D., Partner, Dorsey’s Corporate Group 

 

* The talk is co-hosted by the Tech track and the venue will be changed to the Grand Ballroom B in 

Westin Bellevue. 

Speakers (in alphabetical order) 



 

Ms. Amy Du is the founder and CEO of VestLink Group, a global 

platform to connect innovators, startup founders and 

international investors. She is also a founding partner at GirlUp 

Entrepreneur Seattle, a women entrepreneur network originated 

from Beijing, China with over 200,000 members worldwide. 

 

Prior to VestLink, Amy co-founded DefinedCrowd, a big data 

company that processes machine learning training data to make 

artificial intelligence more human. It had received over $1.5M 

investment from high-profile investors in US and Asia. During early time of Amy’s career, she 

served in multiple senior executive roles in global technology organizations. In her last corporate 

position as the Vice President of Worldwide Services at iSoftStone, she created a new service line 

generating over $10 million revenue in 3 years. Ms. Du studied in Beijing Jiaotong University, 

holds a Master Degree from the University of Sheffield, UK; and have also received education 

from University of Washington Executive programs.  

 

Nelson Dong, J.D., is a partner in Dorsey's Corporate group, 

Chair of the National Security Law practice and co-Chair of the 

Asia-Pacific practice. Nelson has substantial experience in 

counseling e-commerce, semiconductor, electronics, computer 

hardware and software, and biomedical and biotechnology 

companies with special expertise in domestic and international 

technology licensing, outsourcing and manufacturing in Asia 

and U.S. export control matters.  

He has frequently written about intellectual property law, U.S. 

export control law, technology related business transactions 

between the U.S. and Asian or European countries, international strategic alliances, the Exon-

Florio law on foreign investments in U.S. technology companies, university-based technology 

transfer, academic entrepreneurship, academic conflicts of interest and the financing and 

organization of high technology businesses. He has lectured on such topics throughout the 

United States and in Austria, Canada, England, the Netherlands, Hong Kong and the People’s 

Republic of China. 

• Recognized in IAM Patent 1000 - World's Leading Patent Practitioners, 2013 

• Named a “Top Rated Lawyer” in Technology Law by American Lawyer Media, 2013 

• Listed as a Washington Super Lawyer, 2011 

Yale Law School (J.D.) 



Stanford University (A.B. Economics), Phi Beta Kappa 

 

 

Ms. Ying (Amanda) Guo is the Vice President of Dawning 

Group(Sugon company) 

 

Amanda is in charge of Global Business, Innovation Business 

and the Digital Silk Road Institute of Sugon University. She 

served in IBM, HP, SmithMicro and other international 

companies in the global IT field. Focused on Global Telco, 

Global Account, and communications equipment 

manufacturers, Government and other key customers all over 

Asia, Europe, Africa, Middle East and other regions. She has 

nearly 20 years' consolidate experience in sales operation and 

marketing management of software, hardware and solutions. 

After deep ploughing the IT industry for so many years, she is familiar with different corporate 

culture of foreign enterprises, private enterprises and state-owned enterprises, and have an in-

depth understanding of the trends in IT business and technologies.  

 

Dr. Gary Yang is a leading scientist and entrepreneur in the 

field of electrochemical energy conversion and storage. Lately 

he has led efforts in commercializing novel vanadium flow and 

Li-ion batteries and bringing the battery technologies into 

markets.  He founded Uni.Energy Technologies in 2012 and 

served its CEO until recently. Under his leadership, UET has 

successfully scaled up and commercialized a new generation 

vanadium redox flow battery (VRFB). Its container or cabinet, 

modular products have been installed worldwide at scales 

from 100kW to multi-MWs. The new generation VRFB 

chemistry was developed at US DOE Pacific Northwest 

National Lab by his team and then licensed to UET. Dr. Yang 

was a Lab Fellow at the National lab and led wide efforts in developing and demonstrating 

varied battery technologies such as Li-ion, redox flow and Na-salt batteries for electrical grid 

and transportation applications. Previously he was a Chief and Senior Scientist leading research 

and development of solid oxide fuel cells and hydrogen storage. Dr. Yang has garnered a 

number of awards, including the 2017 Presidential Green Chemistry Challenging Award and 

twice the federal government technology transfer award. He was elected this year into 

Washington Academy of Science and as Fellow of ASM International in 2009, acknowledging his 

outstanding contribution in electrochemical energy conversion, storage and advanced materials. 



Dr. Yang graduated with his Ph.D. in Materials Science and Engineering from The University of 

Connecticut and worked as a Postdoctoral Fellow for 2 years at Department of Materials Science 

and Engineering, Carnegie Mellon University. He has published over 200 research articles that 

have been cited over 17,000 times, and has over 50 US and foreign patents granted or pending.    


